Childhood and Colonial Modernity in Egypt,
With the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (un-crc) turning 27 in 2016, there is by now an impressive literature on children's rights. Some of it evaluates the progress made, some of it takes the form of critical reflections (e.g. Valentin and Meinert, 2009; Arts, 2014) . This includes a number of titles that focus specifically on children's rights in non-western contexts (e.g. Hanson and Nieuwenhuys, 2013; Twum-Danso Imoh and Ansell, 2013) . This latter work is important because of the paradox that most Latin American, African and Asian countries were as quick to ratify the un-crc as rich countries in the Global North (and sometimes even quicker) despite the oft-heard and also contested critique that the un-crc is 'based on a Western ideal of an autonomous rights-bearing citizen that has limited applicability outside the industrialized West' (Montgomery, 2008: 8) .
Beyond the formal history of the process leading up to, and the drafting of the un-crc (e.g. Van Bueren, 1995) , as well as aligning national law with the un-crc (e.g. Huijsmans, 2010: 144-5) , the historical dimension has received relatively little scholarly attention in children's rights literature. This is especially true for histories of the idea of children's rights that are not narrated from the centre (i.e. Eurocentric perspectives or from dominant perspectives in the non-West). Consequentially, critical discussions on children's rights in non-western contexts, often framed in various forms of "global-local" analyses, are typically historically lopsided. Much is said about the particularity of the history of the idea of children's rights as enshrined in the Convention and little about the knowledge production about childhood in both the Global South and North, including the emergence of ideas about children's rights, as part of the colonial encounter. This state of affairs leaves unchallenged the problematic claim that western ideas about childhood, including children's rights, are "exported" as it fails to acknowledge that such globalised ideas are always localised and seldom (fully) displace pre-existing sets of ideas (Burman, 1996: 48-9) .
The two books reviewed go some way to address the historical lop-sidedness of children's rights discussions, albeit in different ways. Childhood and Colonial Modernity in Egypt is a conventional history in the sense that it concentrates on childhood1 in Egypt in the late nineteenth and early twentieth century. The book sets out to explore 'how in the context of colonialism, changes in the construction of childhood occurred in Egypt, thanks to the ongoing modernization process' (3). Morrison does not define the term modernisation and at times uses it interchangeably with "modernity". The term "modernization process" refers to the broad and interacting dynamics of Egypt's search 'for an identity in the face of intensifying western imperialism, the emerging nationstate, changing gender roles, and a rising middle class' (2). In a post-colonial spirit, Morrison stresses that she understands modernisation neither as a process of 'linear progress and development' (6), nor as a scientific and rational Enlightenment model (17).2 Her key argument is that over the period studied, 'children were … increasingly controlled into subjects in the modernization process' (5). This means that knowledge about childhood and child rearing ceased to be the exclusive domain of families and local communities and became an area of concern for the state and elites because of its importance for realising visions of modernity.
Morrison develops her argument on the basis of five well-written core chapters complemented with an introduction and conclusion. The chapters cover distinct yet related themes, including childhood reform in the context of colonialism, the redefinition of childhood as part of the nation-building project,
